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Cover Drawing "The Afternoon Train on the Sagebrush Run" 


based on Virginia & Truckee's No. 11, "Reno" 
alias "Brass Bettsy" as it might have looked in 1898 just 
outside Carson City enroute to Reno. By CHARLES WARD 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet " 
BI 
A correction in the ALAMEDA & SAN JOAQUIN history should P 
be noted to the effect that the engines were not consolidations 
but as the picture clearly shows, ten-wheelers - 4-6-0's, The 0: 
error was your editor's--not Dan McKellips. Jack Collier rive 


writes to state that the fellow with the wide brim hat standing 006 a 
along side the mine locomotive on page four is his dad who was | 
mine Superintendant in 1899, 

The following corrections should be noted for the N.W.P. 
HISTORY: 

1. Single copy price is 507 

2. Page 19 - notes at top of page belong to SF&NP roster 

on page23. 
3. Page 22 - SF&NP 7 is shown at Tiburon, 
4. Page 26 - NWP 22 is on train 224, 





WANTED: Those 25¢ donations to the special issue fund from 

those subscribers who haven't sent them in, These 
extra size issues are up to you. If they are not supported 
they will not be continued. The next one will be a photo 
album and history of the Ocean Shore by R. C. Brandt---its 
good and will be worth supporting. 


News of the Railroad Societies 


Northern California Railroad Club operated a special train over 
the V&T March 20th for picture fans. Due to shortage of cars 
only club members were invited. Numerous stops were made, 


The Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive Historical 
Society had a most interesting dinner April 22nd and were plannin 
to operate their engine "Genoa" over the W.P. from San Jose to 
Oakland with a short train May lst with members only on board, 


The California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society will have 
operated its Cal-Western trip out of Fort Bragg on May 8th, by 
the time this issue is delivered. Only 75 persons are being 


taken on this trip. And t) 

hey ) 
Railroad Boosters of Los Angeles have voted to change their effor 
name to PACIFIC RAILROAD SOCIETY. No reason is known for the 88 mp! 


change. 
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imWS FROM THE "BIG HILL"---S.P. OVERLAND ROUTE 
Ben Benhard (owner, Benhard's Grill, Colfax) 


The Colfax agent of the Southern Pacific received the follow- 
ng telegram from the superintendent in Sacramento December 10th: 


"DIESEL 6006 ON NO. 13 MONDAY DECEMBER 13 WILL CUT OUT AT 

DAVIS COME LITE DAVIS SACRAMENTO WHERE SAME WILL BE SERVICED 
AND PLACED ON NO. 28 FROM SACRAMENTO SAME DATE THRU TO OGDEN, 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE ON NO. 28 ARRIVING SACRAMENTO MONDAY DECEMBER 
13 WILL CUT OUT SACRAMENTO, JBW ARRANGE STEAM LOCOMOTIVE FOR 
NO. 13 AT DAVIS DECEMBER 13 AND ARRANGE TO BRING 6006 DAVIS 

TO SACRAMENTO AND ADVISE DISPOSITION ENGINE CUTTING OUT OF 
NO, 28 SAME DATE AT SACRAMENTO. DIESEL 6006 TO BE USED TO 
PROTECT NO, 101 FROM OGDEN DECEMBER 14 AND IS THEREAFTER TO 
BE USED POWER NOS. 101 AND 102 BETWEEN OGDEN AND OAKLAND 








ld PIER." 
sions 
The On the afternoon of December 13th, train No. 28 (Overland) 


trrived in Colfax with orange-red-black colored passenger diesel 

ding 006 and 4-6-0 steam helper 2559, On the morning of December 

was 5th, the westbound "City of San Francisco" (No. 101) passed 
hrough Colfax powered by passenger diesel 6006, and the same 

P. hight, the eastbound "City of San Francisco" (No. 102) passed 
hrough Colfax pulled by diesel 6006, without stopping, and with- 
but a Roseville-Norden helper, 

-er Thus, the run of diesel 6006 on December 15th, 1948, intro- 

luced a new era in streamliner operation on the Overland Route: 

he diesel-electric locomotive had finally emancipated itself 

rom the formerly required steam helper, and instead of operating 

hrough between Oakland Pier and Chicago, streamliners No, 101 

d 102 will henceforth change engines at Ogden, 





n Ever since June 14, 1936, when the streamliner "City of San 
francisco" made its first eastbound run, a steam helper engine 
ad ssisted the diesel-electric train over the Sierra Nevada because 


he over 80-mile-long climb from 162 feet altitude at Roseville 
o the summit near Norden (6880 feet) was too much of a strain 
in diesel-electric locomotives, The 11 car "City of San Fran- 
isco" of the thirties used a 4300 class (4-8-2 type) helper, 
but a 4100 class cab-in-front articulated locomotive (4-8-8-2 
ype) became the regular helper motive power when the "City of 
ban Francisco" grew to 17 cars. 

The unique spectacle of the cab-in-front steam helper on 
he nose of a diesel-electric streamliner taking water used to 
ttract people every night at Colfax to witness the stop and 
eparture of the streamliner., At present, passenger diesel 
$006 and 6011 alternate as motive power of treins Nos. 101/102, 
5011 A,B,C is the former SP, UP and C&NW unit 983-J, 986-BJ, 
86-CJ jointly owned by the three companies, and is the only 
ocomotive sogstons when the "City of San Francisco" motive 













over 
cars 


e to 


ard. power was split up. 

Engine 6011 still requires a steam helper between Rose- 
e ville and Norden, usually an AC-7 class 4-8-8-2, It is scheduled 
1» by © be replaced by one of the new ALCO diesels 6008, 6009 or 6010 
ing if not already replaced). Although 6011, a Electro-Motive job, 


and the ALCO engines both develope the same horsepower ( 6000 hp ) 

hey have different gear ratios which influence the tractive 

r effort. The gear ration of EMD diesel 6011 is 55-22 (top speed 

> the 8 mph), and the gear ratio of the ALCO-GE diesel 6006 is 62-21 
top speed 90 al. 
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The annual Snow Battle in the Sierra Nevada Ever since the 
ee ee ee days of the Cent 
Pacific, the biggest job on the Mountain Subdivision of the 
Sacramento Division in winter is to keep the line open over the 


Sierra Nevada, Today this is done with miles and miles of snovw.§ 


sheds, seven rotary plows and numerous flangers, 

The rotary plows are built like a steam locomotive, but 
opening the throttle does not move the rotary on the track; the 
rotary's throttle controls the twin steam engines which whirl 
the huge steel blades encased in the front of the rotary machine, 
When the whirling blades bite into snow drifts they lift the 
— through an opening on top and throw it away from the 

racks. 

The engineer who operates the snow removing part of a rotary 
plow does not see the track, He works on signals transmitted 
to him by men on a platform up front. The rotary plows are not 
self-propelled, but are pushed by articulated steam locomotives 
of the 4-8-8-2 wheel arrangement. Ready at all times during 
the snow season, the rotaries are lined up on a special track 
near the roundhouse in Roseville. Like fire engines (Locomoting 
equipped with fire fighting apparatus) rotary plows have a shrill 
sounding whistle, 

Flangers have the appearance of flat cars with a huge box 
on top. The box is a cabin for the men and contains a big pot 
bellied stove and the flanger control equipment, Underneath 
the car are two steel blades which are lowered close to the rails 
in order to clear them from snow and ice. Flangers are usually 
pulled by consolidation type (2-8-0) engines, 


Coming Excursions 


May 15 - Placerville Branch of the Southern Pacific by the 
"Sacramento Railroad Booster Club" Leave Sacramento 
at 9:00 A.M. to Folsom and Placerville. Bus to Camino for 
Michigan-Cal pictures. Return to Sacramento about 5:00 PM, 
Costume of the Gold Rush requested. Tickets at $4.00 from 
Hal. E. Wilmunder, 2179 - 7th Ave., Sacramento 17, California. 


May 29-30 - Southern Pacific & Virginia & Truckee by the Cal- 

Nevada R.R. Historical Society. A train of flat 
cars has béen arranged for the V&T portion. Return over Donner 
Pass in the daylight. Contact Arthur Lloyd, 849 University Ave., 
Berkeley, California or Southern Pacific. 


Los Angeles connection for the above trip will be operated 
by Santa Fe busses leaving L.A. on the 28th (7:00 A.M. and 7:00 
P.M. choice) via the inland route and joining the V&T trip at 









Reno, Fare 20 dollars. Write Railway Club of Southern Calif- 


ornia, P.O. Box 116, Highland Park Station, Los Angeles 42, Cal. f 


June 18-19 - “Weekend in the Redwoods" via Northwestern Pacific 


to Eureka by daylight. Pacific Coast Chapter R&liS | 


Leave San Rafael Saturday morning, stay overnight at Eureka, 
cover Carlotta branch, return to San Rafael Sunday night 10 PM, 
Fare $16.00 from San Rafael (special busses to S.F. and Oakland 


will be available) Hotel-Motel reservations will be made, Write 7 


Stanley Merritt, 836 Alma Avenue, Oakland, California, 
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Sidelights on News 


DIESELS ON "LARK" AND "DAYLIGHT" The Southern Pacific is 

using diesel-electric 
locomotives on its "Lark" and "Daylight" streamliners between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. The locomotive that comes 
north on the evening "Lark" goes south on the "Noon Vaylight" 
with the locomotive that comes north on the "Morning Daylight" 
going south on the evening "Lark". The southbound "Morning 
Daylight" and northbound "Noon Daylight" are still steam-powered, 





NATIONAL CITY LINES "GUILTY" The National City Lines and its 

bus equipment and gasoline and 
tire affiliates have been found guilty of anti-trust violations 
in Federal Court. A fine has been imposed, but appeals may 
delay any action for some time yet, 


SAN DIEGO ELECTRIC OUT APRIL 24TH Last Street car operations 
in San Diego are scheduled 
for April 24th (a change from earlier reports). This will 
be the first abandonment of an operation where P.©.C.'s were 
used apart from single line abandomments. No information is 
available as» to the disposal to be made of the 28 P.C.C.'s. 





KEY CARS FOR PORTLAND FALLS THROUGH Plans to send five Key 

900 type street cars 
to Portland for use on the Oregon City interurban apparently 
have fallen through as the cars are now being stripped. 





CAL-WESTERN TO ABANDON 10-MILE BRANCH According to an article 

in the "West Coast 
Lumberman" the California Western Railroad will abandon its 

Ten Mile branch this June and the Union Lumber Company will 

build a truck road on the right of way. The two diesel-electrics 
will be used on the Main Line and most of the steam equipment 
apparently will be disposed of, 





MICHIGAN-CAL CABLE BURNS The south ancorage of the Michigan- 
California Lumber Company's cableway 
across the American River burned during an electrical storm 
last month putting the narrow gauge railroad between Pino Grande 
and Camino out of service, The loss was covered by insurance, 
but there is still some doubt whether the cable will be restored, 
There may be some difficulty in obtaining the new cables (four- 
two inch lock strand cables each 2900 feet long) before the log 
season opens. The company asked truckers for bids on hauling, 
but the low bids were about three times the cost of the rail 
costs. Engine number 5 is being rebuilt and will replace the 
number 2 which will be stored along with number 11, - J.P.°. 





SPOKANE INTERNATIONAL TO GO DIESEL The Spokane International 
Railroad has ordered nine 

1000-h.p. road switcher diesel-electrics from American Locomotive 

Company to replace the 13 steam locomotives now operating on 

the line, Delivery is expected in September and $100,000 will 

be spent to convert the Spokane shops for diesel repairs, They 

plan to paint the new locomotives black and red.--Phil Johnson 





WALLA WALLA VALLEY PLANS TRACK RELAYING Work is underway on 

track relaying on the 
Walla Walla Valley Railway (electric) in the city streets of 
Milton according to news clippings.---Phil Johnson 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC ROSTER CHANGES - - - D. L, Joslyn 


1403, 1404 and 1405, 1000-h.p. diesel switchers received 


from Electro-Motive and leased to Texas & New Orleans 
the latter part of February. 


6128 through 6139, 6000-h.p, freight diesels received from 


Electro-Motive in February; 6132 through 6139 deliv 
to St Louis & Southwestern. ™ ina 





Scrapped: 
1115 0-6-0 Sacramento 2/17/49 2425 4-6-2 Bayshore 2/9/49 
1117 : : 4/6/49 2407 =" Los Angeles 3/14/49 
1136" 4/6/49 2438 " Bayshore 3/14/49 
1158 Los Angeles 3/19/49 2610 2-8-0 Portland 3/10/49 
1173 : Sacramento 3/24/49 o2619 +" Los Angeles 2/10/49 
1202 +" Bayshore 3/-/49 26530 " Sacramento 2/28/49 
1205 Sacramento 3/11/49 2926 4-s-0 Portland 3/26/49 
1500 4-4-0 Sacramento 3/11/49 3036 4-4-2 Sacramento 2/28/49 
ava 2-6-0 ea seis 4014 4-8-8-2 Sacramento 4/12/49 
4041 
aves ~ h 3/7/48 Sacramento 3/14/49 
2161 4-6-0 Portland 3/11/49 s,.p, 22 (nar 
227 * Sacramento 4/12/49 by eee 
2311 . Tuscon 3/26/49 


Southern Pacific #22, a narrow gauge 4-6-0, which has 
been the stationary steamer at Bayshore Shops since early in 
the war has been scrapped, It was not moved from the short 
piece of narrow gauge track, but scrapped on the spot, 


Miscellaneous - January, 1949 
Visalia Electric switcher 501 (44-ton diesel) leased 1-10-49 
Returned from lease to S.P. de Mexico 1794, 1819, 2311 and 
2319. 
Leased to S.P. De Mexico 2301, 2324 and 3458 
Returned to Union Pacific 3504, 3536, 5024, 5026, 5519 and 
5528 (all U.P. numbers--3500's 2-8-8-0's rest 2-10-2's) 


Miscellaneous - February, 1949 

Central California Traction switcher 30 (44-ton diesel) 
leased 2-1-49, 

Northwestern Pacific 23, 4-4-0, returned to be dismantled 
at Los Angeles, Scrapped at Los Angeles 3/14/49. 

Southern Pacific 1500 returned from lease to N.W.P. (4-4-0) 

Leased to S.P. de Mex - 1775, 1794, 1798, 3448 and 3459, 

2248, 4-6-0, leased to Pacific Fruit Express at Roseville 
2-24-49, 

1173, 0-6-0, returned from lease to Ogden Union Railroad 
and Depot Company 1-31-49, 

Returned from lease to S.P. de Mex - 1732, 1787 and 2433, 


Miscellaneous - March, 1949 

Leased to S.P.de Mex. 1819, 2106, 2319 and 3104 

Leased to OURD&D Co. 2821 Ogden 35-4-49 

Returned from lease to S.P.deMex, 2321 and 2330 

Returned from lease to NeWeP. 2271 Schellville 3-23-49 

Returned from lease to Pacific Fruit Express at Roseville 
2248, 3-10-49. 2664 was leased to PFE at Roseville from 
3-11-49 to 3-19-49, 

New diesels 5203 and 5204 (class DERS-2's) were delivered 
3-28-49 and 3-22-49 respectively. 
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San Francisco and the Bay Area 


SAN FRANCISCO CHANGES JULY 3RD The Municipal Railway of San 








Francisco has set Sunday, July 
3rd as the date for the start of trolley coach operation on 
Market Street and other changes, Track removal on the outer 
tracks between Valencia and Fremont is now underway and event- 
ually all tracks east of Fremont will be removed. All street 
car service east of Fremont ended March 26th with all cars 
going to the East Bay Terminal. "Due to the track removal 
program"--sic--the 31 street cars now terminate at Market and 
Eddy. Owl service on the N street car line and 7 bus line 
has been combined as a bus route via Haight and Judah. 


Effective July 3rd street car lines 1, 2, and 31 will be 
made bus along with the southern end of the H line south of 
Army street which will again be operated as part of the 25 
line. Car lines K, L, M. N and J will run "express" west 
of Van Ness Avenue on Market Street with a new trolley coach 
number 8 taking over local service. Trolley coaches will 
replace gas busses--which replaced street cars--on lines 5, 6, 
7, and 21. 


MUNI CABLE CAR TO CHICAGO FAIR One of San Francisco Municipal 





Railway's Powell Street cable 
cars will be in operation at the Chicago Railroad Fair this 
summer as an exhibit of the Western Pacific Railroad, A short 
loop of cable track will be erected and the car will give rides 
to the visitors at the Fair, Railfans Gilbert Kneiss and 
Erich Thomsen are working out the details for the W.P. with the 
aid of Municipal Railway officials. Car 524 has been selected, 


NORTHWEST NOTES: Seattle may soon join Portland and Vancouver 
in the use of Ohmer locked fare boxes with 

orders recently made for 575 new boxes.---Seattle Transit is 

now considering an ll? fare.---Canadian Pacific's new steamer 

"Princess Marguppite" is expected April 26 for service between 

Seattle, Victoria and Vancouver. She can handle 2000 passengers 

and 60 automobiles,-~-Legislation is now pending in the State 

of Washington to give the Toll Bridge Authority power to acquire 

the Puget Sound Navigation Company's ferry lines. 


PACIFIC ELECTRIC SUBMITS BUS PLAN The Pacific electric filed 

an application February 
28th calling for discontinuance of rail passenger service on 
Santa Monica Blvd (North Hollywood service being shifted to 
Hollwood Blvd), between North Hollwood and Van Nuys, Venice 
Short Line, Newport-Balboa, Oakmont, Monrovia, Covina, Santa 
Ana and Sierra Vista. On all except Santa Ana bus service 
would be substituted. 





"CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR" IN SERVICE The Western Pacific has placed 
in service the long awaited 
"California Zephyr" as of March 20th and it appears as if they 
were worth waiting for. The stainless steel streamliner with 
its vista-dome cars made quite an impression on the public 
that came out to see it. Trains 1 and 2 now named "The Royal 
Gorge" does local service through to Salt Lake City with 
through cars to Kansas City. 





ERA Convention in Chicago July 2-3-4; fan trips on CTA, CA&E and 
CNS&M. All juice fans welcome, Write Ralph Beandry, 10053 
Forest Ave., Chicago 28, Illinois, 
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CUT RATES!ILL301 BIG SAVINGIIi%1! FIRE SALESLISL8s 
BEST BOOK EVER PUBLISHED---WRITTEN BY SPECIALISTS 


But seriously we would like to offer the opportunity to 
purchase Beebe's VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE through the Western 
Railroader (at a profit to us of course), at no additional 
cost to you. There is no doubt that the regular eddition 
at $2.00 is well worth the money asked. Of course if you 
are a collector of autographs, we can get you the DeLux 
edition at $4.00. The V&T is the one subject that we have 
never covered and with the publication of this book, anything. 
we might do would be inadequate, If you like the V&T, and 
what fan doesn't, drop $2.00 in the mails today, 


THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
P.O, Box 668, San Mateo, Calif, 
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CALIFORNIA-OREGON COAST DECISION ASKED The Department of 

Interior has issued 
an ultimatum to the California-Oregon Coast Railroad to either 
start construction of its — to Crescent City or have 
its right-of-way cancelled, railroad was begun in the 
late 1920's to run between Grants Pass, Oregon, and Crescent 
City, California, The City of Grants Pass floated a $200,000 
bond issue and 14 miies of railroad were built. The company 
went broke and the line was acquired by the City of Grants 
Pass. The city leases the line at present to the California 
Portland Cement Company, -- Stan Borden 
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Sale of Back Issues 





HISTORY & ROSTERS OF NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC R.R. 50¢ 
RAILROADS & STEAMERS OF LAKE TAHOE 50¢ 


Mt Tamalpias & Muir “oods (April, 1940) 25¢ 
East Bay Transit-Key System Roster (June, '41) 15¢ 
Issues 79 through 99 complete including Lake 

Tahoe bulletin - ----|©-+-+2#-5-+-+-+-+- = = $2.50 


Cal-Western issue (November, 1947 #98) 15¢ 

Issue - 100 - Santa Maria Valley 15¢ 

101 - Pacific Coast Ry 15Z¢ 

103 - Santa Cruz narrow gauges 15¢ 

104 - Sierra Railroad 15¢ 

105 - Amador Central 15¢ 

106 - McCloud River R.R. 15¢ 

107 - S.F, Transit items 1og 

109 -S.F. Transit items log 

i 111 - San Mateo Suburban Line (40) 15¢ 
i 112 - News items 10¢ 
113 - "Ride the Big Red Cars" 15¢ 

114 - Alameda & San Joaquin R.R, 15¢ 
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THE WESTERN RAILROADER, P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, Cal, 
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